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(Paragraph bridging between pages 8 and 9) 

In an embodiment illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7, "16" denotes a double-tube 
fluorescent lamp having a U-like shape, and "17"deontes a light guide plate made of 
transparent acrylic resin. The double-tube U-like shape fluorescent lamp 16 has an 
inner tube 20 on an inner surface of which a fluorescent cove layer 19 is formed. Two 
opposing electrodes (not shown) are accommodated in both ends of the inner tube 20. 
A gap 21 between the inner tube 20 and a U-like outer tube 22 made of glass is sealed 
in air tight manner so as to be vacuum status or so as to contain rare gas at less than 
an atmospheric pressure. A U-like accommodation groove 23 for accommodating the 
double-tube U-like shape fluorescent lamp 16 is formed on a top side surface of the 
light guide plate 17, whereas a diffusion coat layer 24 is formed on a back side surface 
by evaporation coating for reflection of light or serigraph an the like. A lighting 
curtain 25 is arranged on the top side surface of the light guide plate 17 in which the 
double-tube U-like fluorescent lamp 16 is accommodated. The lighting curtain 25 has 
a U-like evaporation coating portion 26 corresponding to a shape of the double tube 
U-like fluorescent lamp 16 in plain view. The evaporation coating portion 26 is formed 
by Al (aluminum) coating so as to have a reflection ratio of 85 to 90 %, thereby 
spreading a light directly incident entered from the double-tube U-like fluorescent 
lamp 16. On a top surface of the lighting curtain 25, a light diffusion sheet 27 is 
arranged. Although the double-tube fluorescent lamp has the U-like shape in this 
embodiment, the present invention can be applied to those having other shapes such as 
a W like shape and includes an arrangement where a plurality of straight shape 
double-tube fluorescent lamps are accommodated or enclosed in a light guide plate so 
as to be juxtaposed with each other, 
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